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thority than the present clerk to the Guardians would be a safer 
instrument, and one less likely to cause local friction. 

Helen Bosanquet. 
OxsHOTT, Surrey. 

Charity and the Poor Law. S. D. Fuller. London: Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co., 1901. Pp. 68. 

This is a little book of very different calibre to the foregoing. 
It consists of some papers and memoranda somewhat disjoint- 
edly put together, by the sometime Chairman of the Paddington 
Board of Guardians. The Paddington Board is one much es- 
teemed for the carefulness of its work; but its view of the ob- 
ject of Poor Law Relief is somewhat eccentric, and it is that view 
which finds expression in this book. Briefly put it is that Poor 
Law Relief is the reward of good conduct, to be given to "the 
deserving," and to be used for the education of the poor, "as their 
merits so their reward." The author is however well aware of 
the dangers attendent upon our out-relief policy, and a strong 
advocate also of cooperation between Poor Law and Charity. 

Helen Bosanquet. 
OxsHOTT, Surrey. 

Fact and Fable in Fsychology. By Joseph Jastrow, Professor 
of Psychology in the University of Wisconsin. London : Mac- 
millan & Co., 1901. 

This book deals with a subject which certainly deserves more 
attention from professed psychologists than it has hitherto re- 
ceived. The subject is described by the general term of "the oc- 
cult," — the supernormal phenomena, alleged to be facts, on which 
the theories of theosophy, spiritualism, thought-transference, oc- 
cult healing, etc., are based. All this is relegated by Professor 
Jastrow to the region of "fable." The purpose of the book is en- 
tirely critical ; he dwells on no more "fact" in psychology than is 
necessary to expose the "fables." His conclusions are essentially 
the same as those of Professor Miinsterberg in his brilliant essay 
on "Psychology and Mysticism" ; but he gives a more careful ac- 
count of the origin of the alleged phenomena. Miinsterberg's 
sweeping dismissal of them all would compel us to repeat at our 
leisure what David is reported to have said in his haste. 

The book consists of a series of essays most of which have al- 



